Providing a Bridge Between Your Drawing Programs... 

EPS EXCHANGE Exports Graphics From Aldus Freelland 3.0 
to Adobe Illustrator SS and Adobe Illustrator 3.0. 






















Introducing EPS Exchange... 


Ask any Macintosh graphic designer which drawing program they 
prefer and they will undoubtedly say. "Aldus FreeHand®" or "Adobe 
Illustrator®." Unfortunately, there has never been a way to effectively 
bridge the gap in the drawing capabilities of the two. Although you can 
open your Adobe Illustrator documents with Aldus FreeHand, you can 
not open Aldus FreeHand documents with Adobe Illustrator. So, until 
now, you've only been able to utilize your Aldus FreeHand artwork in 
Adobe Illustrator as a placed Encapsulated PostScript®_(EPS) file. 

... . Altsys originally developed EPS so that designers could place their 
drawings into programs like Microsoft®Word and Aldus PageMaker® 
and not worry about whether it would print on their PostScript printer. 
Since EPS is encapsulated PostScript, a PostScript printer would always 
recognize it no matter what the content. 

Because of the continuing advances in technology (and the exacting 
desires of the present-day designer), we have grown beyond that original 
need. So now Altsys brings you EPS Exchange™, the first in the Altsys 
XTRAS line of software. Designed to allow you to use both programs 
effectively. EPS Exchange gives you the ability to convert your Aldus 
FreeHand 3.0 artwork into Adobe Illustrator 88™ or Adobe Illustrator 
3.0 format. EPS Exchange allows graphics programs to easily interchange 
gfaphicaPdata without knowing the internal' structure of the respective 
file format. Finally, you can collaborate with other artists, co-workers, 
or service bureaus that require your final output to be in one of the 
Adobe Illustrator formats.. 

Before you begin 

What do you need to get started? 

Before you actually start using EPS Exchange, check to make sure your 
package is complete. Your package should include the EPS Exchange 
"Program Disk," and this User’s Guide. -. - 

You must have a Macintosh Plus or SE (or-higher), a hard disk, and 
2MB of RAM. The System file on your disk should be version 6.0.3 or 
later, and the Finder should be version 6.1 or later. And, most importantly, 
you must have Aldus FreeHand 3.0. 
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To install EPS Exchange: 

You can see the application icon on the EPS Exchange disk. You need 
to put the application into the "Aldus' folder that is located in your 
System folder. The "Aldus" folder is where Aldus FreeHand looks for 
several accessory files, such as Pantone colors, preferences, the PPD 
(PostScript Printer Description) files and PDX (Printer Description Ex¬ 
tension) files for the printers you select. 

♦ Insert the disk that contains the EPS Exchange file. 

♦ Drag the EPS Exchange application from its disk into the ’’Aldus” 
folder in your System folder. 
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1 item 54K in disk 732K available 
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Note: If you use other Aldus products, you might also see a folder called 
"Aldus folder" in your System folder. It is important to know-the 
difference between the two. If you place EPS Exchange into the "Aldus 
folder" folder, it won't work. Make sure you place EPS Exchange into 
the "Aldus” folder. -- — 

That's all there is to it! You’ve just installed EPS Exchange. 


EPS Exchange 


7 








Tips 


The reason Altsys developed'EPS Exchange is that the database for¬ 
mats of Aldus FreeHand and Adobe Illustrator • are different. For ex¬ 
ample,. Aldus FreeHand has a graduated fill concept, while Adobe 
Illustrator has a blend concept (two significantly different ideas). Because 
Aldus FreeHand uses a compact binary database format, it can store a 
graduated fill in about 50 bytes. Adobe Illustrator, on the other hand, 
can take 1 Kbyte or more to store a blend in its text database format. 

So you can see. there are a number of important differences which 
have made EPS Exchange necessary. In order to eliminate any surprises 
, when you use an "Exchanged" Aldus FreeHand document in Adobe 
Illustrator, we have included a few tips (arranged here in alphabetical 
order). 

Document size 

When you open a converted (Exchanged) document in Adobe Illustra¬ 
tor. you will see the default (US Letter) document size regardless of the 
original document's size. This means that if you had a tabloid-sized 
document in Aldus FreeHand, when you open it in Adobe Illustrator it 
will be larger than the page boundaries. You can change the page size in 
Adobe Illustrator. 

File size 

Depending on the complexity of Aldus FreeHand documents _and the 
use of graduated and/or radial fills, the Exchanged file size may vary 
dramatically. It helps if you understand how radiahand graduated fills 
work with regard to.your printed-output,- 

Many- factors influence the number of shade!in radial and graduated 
fills but the most important thing is the resolution (which can be 
changed in the "Document setup..." dialog) of your target printer. As 
the resolution goes up. the number of gray shades that are available 
goes up also. Generally speaking, 72 dots per inch (dpi) will give you ■ 
approximately 6-shades-, 300 dpi... approximately 30 shades-, anything— 
above 1270 dpi... 256 shades. Colors work'in the same way.'The 
smaller the range of colors you use. the fewer different shades you will 
have. For example, a radial fill from white to black will have twice as 
many different shades as a radial fill from white to 50% black. 
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Patterned 


It is important to understand the difference in Aldus FreeHand (and 
also Macintosh) patterned fills and Adobe Illustrator patterns. Adobe 
Illustrator patterns are what Aldus FreeHand refers to as "tiled" fills. 
Aldus FreeHand and Macintosh patterns are the standard8X8bitmap- 
type patterns that allow you to have things like diagonal pattern lines, 
like those shown in the illustration below. 



Since Adobe Illustrator does not support Macintosh patterned fills. EPS 
Exchange converts Aldus FreeHand's patterned fills to shades of gray. 
The shades of gray, like those in the illustration below, are what you 
will see when you open the Exchanged document in Adobe Illustrator. 



For the ^technically minded, this is the.way the conversion to patterned 
fills for Adobe Illustrator works.- EPS Exchange converts patterned fills 
to basic fills (a tint of the pattern's color) based on the percentage of T 
bits in the pattern. Then it takes the total number of dots that are on 
and divides by 64 which gives the percentage of color intensity. (The 
total number of bits or .dots that-can be-on-or off is 64) So, if 64 bits are 
on. it divides by. 64 which results in T-or-?100% color intensity. If you 
have 0 black bits on, you would have 0% color intensity or white; if you 
have 32 bits on (half of 64), you would have 50% color intensity. So the 
percentage of bits on is how EPS Exchange makes the transition. 

This is similar to the way another program called Drawover™ works. 
Drawover takes PICT files arid converts patterned fills into gray-shades; 
in the corresponding Adobe Illustrator file. 
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On an ellipse or an oval 

'If you have text on both the top and bottom of an ellipse or an oval, 
there will be two ovals in Adobe Illustrator 3.0. In order to see and 
access the second oval easily: 

♦ Choose "Artwork Only” from the View menu. 

♦ Choose the direct selection tool." 

♦ Select the oval. 

♦ Drag the oval away from the other oval. 

T his is text o n 


^ellipse orova^ 

The second oval will be drawn in the reverse direction, so that the 
text will display correctly. Make any changes according to Adobe 
Illustrator guidelines. 

♦ Move the oval back into place. 



Note: Text along a path which has the "Skew vertically.” "Skew 
horizontally," or "Vertical" options applied to it will also convert as 
onedetter blocks. 
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Altsys Product Line 


fOniO<Mpt1£i> 

Fontographer is a specialized graphics editor designed to simplify the 
creation of high-quality PostScript and TrueType™ typefaces, character sets 
and logos on the Macintosh. The fonts you create are Adobe Type Manager™ 
(ATM)-compatible and can be used on Macintosh, PC. and NeXT™ 
computers. With Fontographer you can modify an existing character set. 
trace a scanned image, or draw from scratch.‘ You can create your own 
fonts, logos, or custom art. and have them all available at the touch of a 
key. 

Using Fontographer's drawing tools, you can create a professional-quality 
PostScript character in minutes and print that character on a LaserWriter 
■ - or any PostScript compatible printer. 

MEJAMOPptlOSIS Professional 

Metamorphosis™ Professional is the utility that acts as the ultimate font- 
format liaison, manipulating and converting fonts for use in different oper¬ 
ating systems, different printers, and as graphic design elements in your 
favorite drawing programs. Whether converting your PostScript® language 
fonts to TrueType™ format, or converting Type 1 for use on a PC. Meta Pro 
gives you the tools you need today. Meta Pro converts your fonts into: 

* PICT and EPS outline formats for use on the Macintosh; 

- TrueType for the “Macintosh and IBM-compatible personal computers; 

Type 1 PostScript for the Macintosh, for IBM-compatible PCs running 
ATM under Windows 3.0. and for the NeXT®; 

* Type 3 PostScript for the Macintosh and the PC; and 
Fontographer database files, which can be used in’Fontographer to 
create custom..type for the'Macintosh.'TBM-fcompatible PCs using' 
Windows 3.0 running ATM, and NeXT computers. 

Aldus FreeHand 

Aldus FreeHand. designed and written by Altsys Corporation, is a powerful, 
precise, and easy-to-use PostScript illustration and design tool. Like alk 
Altsys products, Aldus FreeHand can meet the demands of commercial 
artists and designers, yet is simple enough for the average user. Aldus 
FreeHand is published by Aldus Corporation. Contact Aldus at (206) 622- 
5500 for more information. 
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